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June 2026 Feedline

With summer finally here, the static is clearing, the days are longer, and our radios 
are warming up. 

Whether you are tuning in from your home shack or packing up a portable rig for 
some outdoor operating, there is plenty to get involved with.

This issue will be focused on ‘summer fun’ within our great hobby and some tips to 
make your operations optimal !

Field Day Countdown: We are officially in the home stretch! Check the website for 
full logistical details, site maps, and setup times for our upcoming Field Day 
operations. We need all hands on deck to make this year a success.

Tech Spotlight: A deep dive into optimizing your portable antenna setups for 
summer operations, including tips for minimizing footprint while maximizing your 
signal.

As always, a huge thank you to everyone who contributed articles, photos, and 
signal reports for this issue. This newsletter thrives on your participation.
Grab a cold drink, fire up the rig, and enjoy the read. See you on the air!

Tony VE3ZAV
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It’s time for our annual general meeting now that the warm weather is here. This is the time 
when we choose who will stand for the next year to guide our club into the future. I invite 
you to stand for nomination to the board of directors or one of the other positions in our 
management structure.

Standing for nomination, if successful, gives you a front row seat in helping to manage the 
affairs of the club with other like minded individuals and in that process, grow to know the 
club and it’s members more fully and deeply. 

We look forward to working with you in the next club year to drive the club to even greater 
successes and growth as the premier non-profit, incorporated, amateur radio club in the 
Niagara Peninsula.

Now, it is time to get out and play radio again while the warm weather is here. Our Summer 
Field Day is rapidly approaching at the end of the month (June 27-28, 2026) and plans are 
being prepared for a great 24 hours of radio with one overnight camping free of charge for 
you as the club will cover the cost of those camping fees for summer field day participants. 

We will conduct our field day at Ball’s Falls Conservation Area near Jordan, Ontario. This 
site provides a beautiful outdoor setting that includes nature trails, historic buildings, 
waterfalls, and more. 

We will be supplying food and refreshment while we contest. So, come on out to our 
Summer Field Day and show your family and friends what Amateur Radio can be all about.

We will circulate sign up sheets to everyone at the meeting on Thursday for all those 
interested in participating with our annual Summer Field Day.

Whether you are enjoying POTA in a never activated spot and making great contacts or 
just kicking back on the patio deck in the late afternoon sun playing radio with a favourite 
beverage, I wish you the best that summer can bring. Let us know on Groups.io how you 
are doing with the radio.

73s, Paul VE3WRP
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The 2026 Dayton Hamvention, the world's largest amateur radio gathering, took place 
from May 15 to 17, 2026, at the Greene County Fairgrounds and Expo Center in Xenia, Ohio.

Organized by the Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA), the massive event drew over 
30,000 global attendees, operators, and hobbyists.

Key Highlights
The Theme: The official theme for 2026 was "Radio Adventure," which celebrated the spirit of 
outdoor exploration, citizen space science, and experimental radio technologies.

Massive Exhibition & Flea Market: Hundreds of indoor commercial vendors (including major 
industry names like Icom, Yaesu, Kenwood, and Elecraft) showcased cutting-edge transceivers, 
amplifiers, and antennas. Meanwhile, thousands of outdoor flea market spaces offered 
everything from vintage parts to unique, niche components.

Diverse Educational Forums: The weekend featured dozens of technical presentations and 
forums. High-profile topics included the HamSCI Space Weather Station project, the 
historic 3Y0K Bouvet Island DXpedition, 3D printing for radio applications, and advanced Parks 
on the Air (POTA) operating techniques.

Focus on the Next Generation: DARA and the ARRL heavily emphasized youth 
participation. Saturday featured a dedicated Youth Rally and Youth Forum showcasing student 
projects (such as an Earth-Moon-Earth satellite station built by a Webelos Scout), alongside an 
active Collegiate Amateur Radio Meetup.

The event also featured popular pre-convention gatherings like Contest University and the QRP 
Amateur Radio Club International’s "Four Days in May" (FDIM), solidifying Hamvention's status 
as the ultimate annual hub for innovation and community within the amateur radio world.
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POTA – PARKS ON THE AIR !!!

In the Niagara Area there are untold wonders, rustic waterfalls, hidden fishing holes, 
walks through ancient forests, quiet solitude under shady trees with a gentle breeze and 
the sound of water lapping against a shore line, and finally discoveries of historic sites 
and the history of this area we call home,

All these and more I have discovered while enjoying my Amateur Radio Hobby 
participating in an activity called Parks On The Air.

It starts with a web page called pota.app (click on link below), here you will find among 
many things a map , for Entity select Canada, for location select Ontario, a large format 
map  will appear, shrink it to find lake Erie and Ontario, then enlarge it to find Niagara, 
the map will explode with yellow dots, each dot is a hidden wonder to explore. The cursor 
becomes a hand, place it over a dot and click, the name of the park appears and an 
identifier number ie. CA-5594, click the tab marked as More Info and you will find location 
information, addresses, websites, and lists of people who have visited the site.

The journey begins.
 If you draw a line from Grimbsy to Dunneville, from that line to the Niagara River there 
are over 50 parks to explore, each park has it's own character, a battle field, a nature 
preserve, history of the area each available and easily accessible, most are free to 
explore, while a few require admission.

On Thursday June 4th I took my pota pup Addy and went to a beautiful park by the 
shores of Lake Erie for the day, we walked the trails of the park, splashed in the waters 
of Lake Erie and rested in the shade of a giant Maple tree with a cool breeze and the 
sound of water lapping the stony beech nearby.

I  set up a portable radio and antenna and enjoyed 
a day making contacts on 20 meters while I partner 
laid by my side. The park we chose was Morgans 
Point Conservation Area, a Carolinian forest. The 
park has large shade trees, a large parking lot, a 
children's play ground and rustic washrooms, 
walking trails and a number of access point to the 
lake, it's POTA designation is CA-5594.

https://pota.app/#/

73 from Kevin Lemon VE3RRH

https://pota.app/
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Breaking the Arctic Silence: How a 15-Year-Old Ham Made 
History in June 1925

For early polar explorers, isolation wasn’t just a logistical challenge—
it was absolute. When legendary explorer Donald B. MacMillan 
returned from a four-year Arctic expedition in 1917, he stepped off 
his ship completely unaware that World War I had broken out, raged, 
and fundamentally changed the globe.

MacMillan vowed never to be that isolated again. But early attempts 
to bring standard, long-wave radios into the extreme north failed; the 
massive antennas and low-frequency waves were swallowed up by 
atmospheric interference and the harsh polar environment.



Page 10



Page 11

Repeaters Update from Repeater Chair 
John va3wm

Just a brief repeaters update. All 3 NPARC 
repeaters are operational.

VE3NRS (FM and C4FM digital), VE3WCD 
(FM) and VE3RNR (FM and C4FM digital 
with wires-x) operate with reliable 100% 
availability. 

Any questions or concern may be sent to 
John va3wm at repeaterchair@nparc.ca. 
Info may be found 
at https://nparc.ca/repeater-list/.

In Summary …. I hope you have enjoyed this edition of Feedline and 
remember; this is a newsletter that needs YOUR material to make it a 
success !  

I wish you all a SAFE and enjoyable SPRING season and chat soon !

73’s VE3ZAV Tony

NEXT CLUB MEETING : Thursday June 11, 2026 
                                                   Black Creek Community Centre
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