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                HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR  CLUB  MEMBERSHIP?
_________________________________________________________

VE3NRS Club Net, Wed., 8pm 147.240MHz, PL 107.2 +600 

Ken Gansel VA3KWG President 	 	 David Van Koughnett VE3DVK Vice Pres. 

         John Lorenc VA3WM Treasurer                  Geddie Pawlowski VE3CJX Secretary    

         Web Master - John, VA3WM                       Club Examiner - Kevin, VE3RRH


QSL Manager - Mark, VA3BGL                          ACS EC - Jack, VE3ZPL
                                    Nominations Chair - Glenn VE3NDW
______________________________________________________________________________                      

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Many thanks to those that have renewed. Others, please complete a NEW 
membership form so membership information can be confirmed and send in 
funds. Convenient e-transfers to treasurer @ nparc.ca and cheques via postal 

mail welcome. Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club, Inc., Box 20036, 
RPO Grantham, St. Catharines, Ontario, L2M 7W7 

      ______________________________________________________________


Abbreviated October NPARC Meeting Minutes

Black Creek Community Association building, Stevensville.

7pm October 13, 2022

September minutes approved: Mark, VA3BGL, Dennis, VE3XC.
 

Presentation by Al Boyd. Additional information pending.


 

Treasurer’s Report approved: John VA3WM, Roy VE3OQP.
 

January meeting – Tech Night #1, Operating a VHF station.


 

February meeting – Tech Night #2, running a HF station.
 	 


Meeting adjourned at 21:15pm. Sign-in sheet unavailable.
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40M MYSTERY SOLVED
I know where radio New Zealand is. It’s transmitting on a wide chunk of the 40 metre band. One 
evening I noticed a wide signal at 7.245MHz on my Yaesu’s waterfall. It was Wednesday, Oct. 26th, 
around 5:30pm and 40 metres was quiet as I tuned up the band towards a big messy blob. Easy to 
copy it sounded like Australian accents. Sorry, they were New Zealanders. It was easy to discover 
who the culprits were when I Googled the frequency. I always assumed these were pirate 
commercial stations in a ham band. That particular night I discovered it was Radio New Zealand 
beaming programs towards the islands northwest of them in the Pacific ocean. Nice skip RNZ.  
Will you send me a QSL card and explain why they are allowed to be on a ham band?
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The story of the Radio Tower at Black Creek Community Centre 

By Kevin Lemon VE3RRH 

A long long time ago 2018 B.C  (Before Covid) in a place far far away, (Stevensville) a group of 
amateurs were talking around a table while taking a break from contesting at the center.

Mike Amadio VA3MPA, a newly licensed amateur, and the centre’s director, mentioned that the 
center’s board of directors had a vision of setting the centre up as a shelter in time of disaster, Mike 
suggested that an amateur radio station would also be useful in that purpose.

 And so the story begins.

A few weeks later Henry Jarzyna VA3OV was contacted by a lady who wished to liquidate her late 
husbands amateur radio gear, Henry gathered some volunteers and set about the task of clearing out 
years of acquired stuff. Part of the material removed was a Trylon 64ft tower and some lengths of 
coax, with the blessing of Gloria Butler  the tower was immediately donated to the center in the 
name of her husband Micheal Butler VE3BNB SK.

Work immediately began on the planning and acquisition of materials to start the project, 
unfortunately Covid hit and everything slowed down, still Mike continued the process of locating and 
arranging the workers and materials needed to install the tower. 

Henry VA3OV, Kevin VE3RRH and Mike VA3MPA worked together to design the installation and 
outfitting of the tower, it was decided to build the tower with a tilt over base to allow maintenance 
and changes to the antennas without requiring riggers to do the work. The design called for a dual 
band vertical antenna, a vhf yagi for 2 mtr ssb, an H.F yagi, and provisions for wire antennas that 
could be raised and lower from the ground. 

This provided an antenna system that would be very flexible, and could be used for emergency 
communications on multiple frequencies, and as a training platform for new and old amateurs as well 
as a great foundation for contesting.

Most of the materials were donated for the project, Mike has many contacts and they were very 
generous, a construction company dug the hole for the base, another company built the re-rod cage 
and poured the concrete, a metal shop built the tilt over base, someone donated a steel I beam to be 
used as a winching point for raising the tower, cables were donated as well.

The A4S yagi was donated by Paul Walker VE3WRP and Lise Walker VE3WLJ, the diamond X50 
vertical , lifting hardware, pulley’s, and a winch were donated by Mike Amadio VA3MPA, the rotator 
was donated by Joe Adams VA3DX, the 13B2 VHF Yagi came from the estate of VE3BNB, the antenna 
mast, lightning arresters, rotator cable, and thrust bearings, and assorted nuts and bolts were donated 
by Henry VA3OV, the tower connection cabinet, rotator controller, cable connectors, and a handful of 
PL259’s came from Kevin VE3RRH. NPARC donated money and others donated a total of $1000 
towards the project, Thank You.

A major pitfall was remedied by Bill Thompson VE3WTK who machined the mounting plates and 
mounted the thrust bearings to align the antenna mast with the rotator.
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September 2022 was a busy month when the project finally got going, the base and mounting plate 
were installed, the hoisting beam behind the tower was erected, and the only thing left was to 
assemble the tower. 

A group of people gathered over multiple weekends to assemble the tower, a re-enforcing bracket 
was manufactured and installed at the lifting point on the tower , 2 cross arms were installed to 
facilitate the lifting of dipole antennas on the tower, the antennas were assembled and installed with 
thrust bearings and mast, the rotator was installed and the cables and coaxes run down the tower to 
a box at the base where all the connections are kept.

Finally all was ready, Mike Amadio VA3MPA, Kevin Lemon  VE3RRH, David George VA3DPG, and 
Randy Stevenson, a friend of Mikes , installed the pulleys, and cable to the tower and lifting mast, 
Henry VA3OV and his grandsons arrived just as we were ready to lift the tower into place, we used 
Mike’s truck to pull the tower up and bolted it into place, the culmination of the dedication, effort 
and hard work of a group of volunteers to finish a project started 4 years earlier.

A small plaque is to be ordered and placed on the tower to commemorate Micheal Butler VE3BNB 
for the donation of the tower.

I would also like to thank the people who gave of their time, talent and treasure to help with this 
project for the Black Creek Community Centre.

The tower is solely owned by the Community Center and is located inside a secured compound, 
access is by permission only. Arrangements have been made to allow the tower to be used for special 
events, contests, training sessions and tech nights, as well as for emergency communications.

Access to the facility is through designated operators who are to be present during the events.

Here is a list of companies that contributed to the project.

Circle P Paving, Amadio Automotive Centre, Patterned Concrete Niagara, Black Creek Metal Inc., 
Signature Signs, Burkebro Inc., Marcus Nellist, Endura Construction.

Special Thank You to:

Mark Fazekas VA3RVF, Jim Hilliker VA3JBX, Tom Hilliker, Bob Orsini VA3RBX, Bill Thompson VE3WTK

Mike Amadio VA3MPA,   Henry Jarzyna VA3OV,   Kevin  Lemon VE3RRH,  David George VA3DPG,  

Terry Talbot  VE3TOB,  Rob Moed VE3GGR,  

 David Jarman VE3RNF,   Glen Holden VE3NDW,   Geddie Pawlowski VE3CJX,   Jack Benes VE3ZPW,  

David Van Koughett VE3DVK.

Our apologies to anyone we have missed, let us know and we will add you to the list.
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LET’S GET ON THE AIR - CQ WW SSB DX CONTEST 

 By Kevin Lemon VE3RRH 

On Saturday October 29,2022  two intrepid (read crazy according to our wives) amateur radio 
operators arrived at the Black Creek Community Center in Stevensville to set up and operate in the 
CQ World Wide DX Contest. The most asked question was “WHY” the answer was “Because we 
could”.

Henry Jarznya VA3OV came to set up in his ACS Comms trailer and operate using the newly 
operational BCCC Radio Tower, his plan was to run the 10,15,&20 meter bands for the contest using 
the Cushcraft A4 at the top of the tower.

Kevin Lemon VE3RRH arrived with his 74 Boler and set up by the entrance to the storage compound 
at the center with plans to use a Comet vertical and the multi band Dipole behind the center.

Both stations would operate field day style with generators for power

It started out a cold frosty morning with window scrapping before they could even start the trip.

Antennas were set up and coaxes run, the generators were fueled and warmed up, the sun came up 
in a cloudless sky and the fun began.

It soon became apparent to Kevin that the choice of the 40/80 meter bands for operating was not 
going to work as there was plenty of propagation but no contesters on those bands. A discussion 
followed and changes were decided, Henry would run 10 & 20 mtrs and Kevin would operate solely 
on 15 with occasional forays on 40 & 80.

The switch to 15 paid off for Kevin as the bands were wide open and contacts were plentiful.

Henry was also having a ball on 10 & later 20.

As the day progressed a number of visitors started to arrive to check out the shenanigans.

By 8:00 pm we shut down, locked up and went home to start again Sunday morning.

Sunday arrived COLD and frozen, the vehicles were frozen, the windows were frozen, the trailers 
were frozen, the radios and computers were frozen, but that didn’t stop the valiant (Yep still crazy) 
operators from firing up the generators, plugging in the heaters (Crazy, yes..Stupid, No) and warming 
everything up to start contesting again. 

Around 9:00 am Grant Durfey  arrived with the CERT vehicle, contesting was put on hold as we 
examined the vehicle and discussed its operation and the planning for its use.

Unfortunately not many people came out to see this vehicle, it is really an interesting project and 
many ideas were shared between the people there.

Contesting eventually resumed and contacts were made, the bands were excellent all weekend with 
propagation being wide spread and interesting opportunities being available.
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On 15 metres propagation was very interesting, due to the orientation of the wire dipole contacts 
into South America were difficult but contacts to England, Germany, Spain and Europe were plentiful.

Some surprising contacts were the two contacts made on 15 metres into Hawaii once on Saturday, 
and once on Sunday, and a contact in the Republic of Korea on 20 metres on Saturday.

Operation stopped at 4:00 pm Sunday, the stations were dismantled and everyone returned home, 
tired and happy.

At the end of the weekend our intrepid operators had made 209 contacts, worked 43 zones,  151 
multipliers for a score of 86,070 points.

CQ World  Wide DX Amateur Radio contest we all know today, began in 1948, three years after CQ 
Magazine was first published. It is believed it is the largest Amateur Radio contest in the world.
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History of B.C.C.C.

The Black Creek Community Association started in 1953. This comprised as a group of Douglastown 
citizens with a desire to create a community centre. The Black Creek Elementary School was 
considered the hub of the community. In 1977 it closed fand was put up for sale. The Community 
Association attempted to buy it at this time, but the purchase went to a local businessman who had 
hoped to turn it into a private school. This did happen and the building was dormant for about 8 
years. In 1984, the BCCA took steps to become incorporated, which enabled them to obtain an 
Ontario charity bingo licence. The BCCA worked with the Ft. Erie Army Cadets at these bingos and 
the fundraising began to purchase the building. In 1987 the Black Creek School was purchased.  Being 
empty for years, much work was needed to make it into what is now the Black Creek Community 
Centre.
According to the association’s Facebook page, the centre hosts Easter,  Victoria Day, and Christmas 
events.  As well it is a meeting place for many community organizations. The facility is available for 
rent, with fully outfitted kitchen and updated washro

———————————————————————————————

    LES  VALE   VE3LWH  SK 

Leslie Howard Vale, passed peacefully with his daughter Tina and son-in-law 
Rob at his side, Les passed away on Tuesday October 18, 2022 after a 
lengthy battle with Alzheimer's. He was 79 years old.  Loving and devoted 
father, grandfather and great grandfather. He was 79 years old.
Les worked at General Motors for 32 years. He was an avid Ham Radio 
operator, was passionate about his roses and absolutely loved his Cuban 
vacations. 
Les was a self-taught man, anything he wanted to do, he learned how to do, 
and excelled at it. 
In keeping with Les's wishes cremation has taken place.  A service to 
celebrate his life will be held at Pleasantview Funeral Home, Thorold, Highway 20, Saturday, 
November 12th, at 1pm. Les was always most comfortable in his jeans and t-shirt. In honour of Les, 
the family requests that anyone joining them for the service come in their comfortable casual wear. 
At Les's request, floral tributes should be limited to a single rose.  www.pleasantviewcemetery.ca
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OTTO SEELEMEYER  VE3SUG SK


Known as Willi or Bill to his friends, Otto came to Canada with his 
wife in 1951 and headed to the fields of Leamington, On.  Employers 
quickly discovered he was better at repairing electronics than picking 
vegetables.  Moves to Toronto and Kitchener with his family followed.  
In 1955 opened Teletron TV,  a successful stereo and television shop, in 
downtown St. Catharines. He was a gifted electronics repairman and 
salesman. His product line of stereos and speakers included many of 
the sought after brands in the 60’s and 70’s. It wasn’t until his 
retirement, still repairing radios and stereos from his St. Catharines 
home,  he wrote the Amateur Radio exam and received his radio call, 
VE3SUG. He spent many hours in his shack and was very proud of 
this new hobby. Besides ham radio Willi was a member of a small trio, 
playing the violin, when he lived in the Windsor area. He is survived 

my many relatives and lived his final years as a well respected resident of the United Mennonite 
Home in Vineland. Predeceased by his wife Hilda in 2002, he passed on Oct. 31, 2022.   A private 
family service has taken place. 

———————————————————————

OVER TO ME ……       DENIS CAHILL VA3ONO FEEDLINE EDITOR

               

Easy-Peasy!   That’s it!  Easy-Peasy to listen or participate every afternoon on your ham radio. 
I’m talking about an Activity Group that operates 256 days a year on a selection of HF 
frequencies.  They stress it is not a Net! The ‘they’ are a number of moderators spread across 
North America.  Bud, W3FF, Northern California,  seems to be the driving force and one of 
his henchmen are Gary, K5GIO, in Oklahoma. On Gary’s QRZ page he offers this invitation. 
Join us daily on the Activity Groups. Open to all. It is not a net, just a bunch of guys getting 
together daily to check propagation on these great bands. No roll call, just a list gathered up 
daily. Stop by and check us out.  73.  Another regulator moderator is Shawn, VE3XYY, in 
Carlisle.  
I’ve stopped by numerous times and now the drill.  Well they isn’t much of a drill. 
You just give a signal report and city when another ham takes his turn announcing 
his callsign and finishes with, “Who Hears Me?” 
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Then it gets fun! In my case I’ll say 5-5 in Niagara Falls, even though I live in 
St. Catharines. Those giving signal reports try to space out the reply, but it can get congested. 
Bud, W3FF or Gary, K5IGO, or another moderator makes a list of the cities, states and 
provinces they hears. Then they might say, “who’s that in Niagara Falls?” and then it’s your 
turn to take the mic and make your “Who Hears Me?” Maybe the best thing is to listen for a 
day or two and you’ll understand how the Activity Group functions.  They begin on 17 metres 
and at 1:30pm our time each day.  The list is below how they move up the band. 

17m - 18.157.50   at 17:30 - 18:30 UTC 
15m - 21.383        at 18:30 - 19:00 UTC 
12m - 24.970       at 19:00 - 19:30 UTC 
sometimes 10 metres at the very end.

Very informal community of hams. To check in, just give signal reports and they should 
recognize you are new to the group and ask you to make a call.  It’s not for raw 
chewing or talking about equipment.  If you listen you’ll understand.  Below is Bud, 
main moderator and inventor of the Buddipole antenna system. 

Bud is 82 and having fun on ham radio every day!
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NPARC PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – NOV. 2022 

Based on the temperatures of the past few weeks one would think we are in late Summer vs 
early Winter.  But the reality sets in and it is early November.

Some highlights:
Annual Christmas Dinner, Saturday, November 26th, arranged by Glenn Holden (VE3NDW), 
please attend, the information is in the Feedline.

Work continues by the club at Black Creek Community Centre (BCCC) to set up the radio 
part of the club station, now that the antenna is in place.  Again thanks to Kevin (VE3RRH) 
and Henry (VA3OV) for their work and guidance.

The Club ACS unit will be participating in this years Niagara Falls Christmas Parade on 
Saturday November 12th, and the Region of Niagara’s CERT (Civilian Emergency Response 
Team) will also be in the parade with the CERT-01 vehicle which has been outfitted by ACS 
members that installed the radio and Lan/WAN infrastructure.

Regarding CERT, you will not want to miss our Meeting on Thursday the 24 at BCCC where 
there will be a presentation by the CERT Director Grant Durfey.  Note the date, there 
is no meeting on November 10th, it has been moved to the 24th.

Work is now underway in planning for the BIG EVENT, our annual marketplace event (I don’t 
like the term flea market) on Saturday February 4, 2023.  If you have not added your name to 
the list to volunteer, we need your help of this event will not be a success, it will be held at 
BCCC.

Remember there are no scheduled meetings in December, there will be a meeting of the BIG 
EVENT Team, details to follow.  Please enjoy the holidays and season greetings to everyone.

73 Ken VA3KWG

�14


	Next meeting  7pm, Nov. 24th, Black Creek Assoc. Comm. Centre, Stevensville
	Guest speaker, Grant Durfey, Emergency Management Program Specialist,
	Niagara Region

