
NIAGARA PENINSULA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB May 2021

 Your                                       Feedline 
Virtual ZOOM Meeting 7pm Thursday, May 13th. Contact webmaster@nparc.ca 

President’s Message
Is this really May? I am a bit confused with the dreary and cool weather. We are scheduled for our 
pool opening next week but I don’t think we will be getting in the water any time soon. I am sure 
things will warm up soon. 

We have two meetings left as we start into the summer months. Unfortunately, we are still under 
restrictions and it does not look like we will be having a June meeting in person. This has made for a 
difficult club year. I miss the in-person meetings, morning coffee meets and public service events. I 
know some of you have a hard time with online meetings and not being able to have the the social 
interaction.

The Executive has strived to keep things exciting, provide opportunities for learning and also for 
enjoying new aspects of the hobby. Our Zoom meetings have actually provided the opportunity to 
have guest speakers that could not have normally made the trip to our area. We have had our 
breakfast meeting via Zoom also. It is certainly not the ideal situation but we have done well and 
managed to participate in contests, Winter Field Day and last year’s Field Day.

Speaking of Field Day, this year is going to have to be a repeat of last year’s operation. Each 
participant will conduct field day at their own QTH’s and will upload their individual scores as 
NPARC Club aggregate score. We will conduct a drawing for a prize amongst the participants.

I am going to be our guest speaker for May. Dale Bradshaw, KK4SMV, was scheduled to present Fox 
Hunting and ARDF. He had several conflicts this week but has schooled me and shared with me his 
presentation.  This will get us ready to start our own Fox Hunt Event’s when restrictions are lifted.

Our annual meeting will be June 10th.  All committees and functions of the club will provide an 
update, we will elect the incoming executive and I will be sharing a “State of the Club” presentation. 
The names for the incoming executive are posted here in this month’s Feedline.  After the business 
meeting, we will discuss our plans for ARRL Field Day and our other summer events.

Lastly for a bit of fun, we need to name our Foxhunt transmitter. If he or she is truly a fox, a good 
name is needed. We will have a “pick the fox name” contest at Thursday’s meeting. The club will vote 
on the best name and the winner will receive a prize (It is a surprise).

I look forward to seeing all of you at this month’s meeting on Thursday May 13th, 7 pm via Zoom. 
Thank you for hanging in there this year and hope to see everyone in person again very soon. 

 73 Steve Riddle, VA3FLF
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NAME OUR FOX CONTEST 
Our fox needs a name. Somehow “Byonics Fox” just doesn’t cut it. 

	 Attend our   virtual meeting with your best 
fox name and the club will vote for the winner. The member that 
picks the winning name will receive a prize. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

NPARC General Meeting Minutes April 8, 2021 

Held via Zoom.       Called to order 7:10 pm       26 participants 

A time of remembrance for Ron VA3DXN 

Announcements 

The Social Net is still active at 9:00 am daily on VE3RAF 

The NPARC net is Wednesdays at 8:00 pm on VE3NRS 147.240Mz 

Next ARES meeting on April 21st 

Zoom Breakfast meeting every other Tuesday at 9:00 am. The next one will be Tuesday, 
April 13th 

Field Day in June will be the same format as last year. Individuals will be able to 
participate toward an aggregate club score. There will be a draw for a participation prize. 
Last year we had 8,400 points with 14 participants. 

The next Tech Night will be April 14th with the topic of fox hunting and suitable antennas. 

Presentation 

Zack Thompson KM4BLG talked about ham radio applications for Raspberry Pi. 

Business 
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Minutes of previous meeting accepted as printed in the Feedline 

Treasurer’s Report 

Presented by John Lorenc VA3WM 

Winlink Thursday May 8th with American Red Cross 

The IC 7200 owned by the club is being set up as a Winlink gateway with Eric Tuin as its 
host. It will be online at 40 meters next week. 

April Lewis  VE3BHG  Secretary


_______________________________________________________________

CONTEST CORNER

On May 20th there will be a free Zoom Webinar called Contest University. This webinar is sponsored 
by the Dayton Hamvention and will have numerous presentations on contesting related topics. Also, 
there will be four ICOM radios given away during the webinar. The event last all day starting at 9:00 
AM EDT. Check out the website for information and registration.

https://www.contestuniversity.com/

ARRL Field Day Weekend is June 26-27. NPARC will be conducting FD in the same format as last 
year. Each member can operate at their own or designated QTH. Each member will submit a log and 
associate their station with the Niagara Peninsula ARC. ARRL will publish individual and a club 
aggregate score for the event. There will be a drawing for a $200.00 Radioworld gift certificate for 
everyone that participates and submits a log. The field day planning will be discussed at the June 
General Meeting and we will also have a Zoom Meeting prior to the event. ARRL FD rules can be 
found here:

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2021/2021%20Field%20Day%20Packet.pdf

Upcoming major contests are the CQ WW WPX CW contest on May 29-30 and the June ARRL VHF 
Contest on June 12-14. For a complete contest calendar, go to 

http://www.va3cco.com/ and click contest calendar.

Steve VA3FLF

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Steve Riddle, VA3FLF, President,  Henry Jarzyna, VA3OV, Vice President

John Lorenc, VA3WM, Treasurer,  April Lewis, VE3BHG, Secretary. 

VE3NRS Club Net, Wed., 8pm 147.240MHz, + 107.2 Tone. 

Membership information available at nparc.ca 
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NIAGARA ARES NEWS MAY 8TH

In early January 2021 I had announced that I would retire as Emergency Coordinator / Group Leader 
for the Niagara ARES by the end of the 2021 calendar year.  After 7 years at the helm of the Group I 
decided it was time to give the opportunity to other members to lead this dynamic group of hams 
that are public service oriented.

Jack Benes, VE3ZPW, has come forward to lead the Niagara ARES Group to the future. Many exciting 
things are happening in the RAC Organization that will move the Amateur Radio Emergency Services 
to face the challenges ahead. 

Jack brings with him many years of experience in the ARES Organization. He has held the position of 
Section Emergency Coordinator (SEC) and many others in the 1990’s. Family and career demanded 
his full attention until he retired.  The changes will happen on September 1st, 2021.
Welcome back Jack.

Henry Jarzyna VA3OV EC-CEC Niagara ARES
____________________________________________________________________

JUNE ELECTIONS


The following members are the candidates for executive positions This list is published in the May 
Feedline according to the by-laws and will be effective on September 1, 2021.

The election will take place at the June Annual Meeting.

President: Stephen Riddle VA3FLF

Vice-President David Van Koughnett VE3DVK

Secretary Geddie Pawlowski VE3CJX

Treasurer John Lorenc VA3WM

                                        Non-Voting Positions:

Repeater Committee Manager John Lorenc VA3WM

Public Relations Officer: *VACANT

Bulletin Editor (Feedline) Denis Cahill VA3ONO

*The Public Relations Officer is the club’s ambassador to the community. It is not as difficult as the 
title suggests.  A wonderful opportunity to promote Amateur Radio to your friends and neighbours.
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NEW QSL MANAGER

For many years, Dave Digweed, SK, VE3FOI, served as the club’s QSL Manager.  With his 
passing, Mark Fuller, VE3BGL has offered to assume the position. Mark will keep a watch on 
VE3VM’s eQSL account and deal with any incoming QSL requests for the club callsign.

Thank you to Mark for volunteering.

____________________________________________________________________

	 	 	 	 WHERE IS LANSING ONTARIO?

I spotted a post on the Ham Radio Facebook page.  A non-ham posted several old QSL cards 
that belonged to his grandfather, Charles Fox, W5GLH, who was an amateur in the United 
States.  One card jumped out at me instantly.  VE3AZO from Lansing, Ontario. Since I’ve 
never heard of Lansing I looked it up.  Well Lansing, Ontario vanished! Swallowed up in a part 
of  Toronto called North York.  The ham who’s name is on the card is Jack Horrell. I tried to 
find a street view of his house at 64 Cameron Ave. but that number no longer exists.  It 
appears many of the older homes have been torn down to make way for bigger, more 
expensive new houses. The 40 metre QSO was April 19, 1939 at 11:04pm.  The transmitter 
appears to be a RK49 with a 211 final running 200 watts.  Jack’s receiver seems to be a 10 
tube SS Super. He might be referring to a superheterodyne.  And he indicates his antenna is 
133’ long followed by the word Hartley. Not sure what that means. On the very bottom it 
appears the card was printed by VE3QS. Strangely the current holder of  VE3AZO has the 
same first name but different last and lives in Goderich, Ontario. I wonder what ever became 
of Jack, VE3AZO?    

Denis VA3ONO
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MEMORIES  by Glenn Dean Holden VE3NDW


Talk about memories, Boy, did the last issue of the NPARC Feedline, April 2021, with the copy of the 
old 60’s newsletter ever bring back memories. Denis (3ONO) had some questions about the club 
crystals and the Oscar 1 amateur satellite mentioned in the old newsletter and I thought others 
might be interested.

I had the call VE3CHH at the time and generally known by my second name, Dean, rather than Glenn. 
Heathkit, I’m sure some of you will remember them, had just introduced a 2m transceiver, they called 
the Twoer.  But most hams called it the Benton Harbor lunch box!  Heathkit factory  was in Benton 
Harbor, MI and the small transceiver looked a lot like a lunch box. 

Now this was in the days long before repeaters, digital readouts, and 
even HF solid state devices, and of course, no push to talk, that sort 
of thing. In fact, 2m was very seldom used, sort of like the Gigahertz 
frequencies now days. This was a tube rig, I think it was 5 tubes if I 
recall correctly and of course, it was AM- no common FM in those 
days, SSB was just getting started on the lower bands! Its technical 
features included a regenerative receiver (no super het receiver on 
2 M) and a crystal operated transmitter. Since it was a kit you had to 
assemble it. 

Well, a bunch of us younger hams did a group buy of the Twoers.  
Here are a few names; myself, 3CHH, Dave Digweed 3FOI, Dave Flarity 3DVE, Ed Welch 3CBG and 
Rick Baumann (don’t recall Rick’s call).  I guess you could say this was the first club group project, as 
far as I am aware.  The seniors laughed at us younger guys. They they thought 2m was a waste of time.  
The Twoer cost around $60, but remember that was big money in the 60’s.  Anyway, the only person 
with a lot of experience in the VHF frequency region was Howard Cowling 3BTI, before his two-
letter call, 3TW.  He owned Niagara Mobile Radio, which basically rented and maintained VHF taxi 
radios. He offered the use of his shop for “build nights” which some people took advantage of. 
Others, like myself, were in a big hurry and assembled the kit at home. Howard did the alignment for 
us in the shop with his test equipment.  Another tricky adjustment was getting the regenerative 
receiver working right. 

Operating a Twoer in those days was different from the way we operate on 2m today.  You plugged in 
a crystal in the socket on the front of the transceiver, and called CQ. Then you tuned through the 
band looking for a response. This wasn’t as hard as you might think since a ½ turn of the “dial” went 
from 144 to 148 MHZ- tuning wasn’t critical, and there weren’t very many people on the air.  Then 
you just left the receiver on his frequency and away you went. Well, this worked ok until there were 
more of two of you in the conversation, you would have to retune every time someone wanted to 
talk since you were all on different frequencies. So, the club proposed a common frequency, and that 
led to the group purchase of the transmitter crystals, which is what was referred to in the old 
newsletter article. 
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I should say a word about antennas. No fancy yagis for us, there might have been some around, but 
they were very expensive. We made 2 M dipoles out of a section of Coax feed line.  We would take 
about 5ft, put an end connector on one end, measure from the other end and mark 19 1/2 inches on 
the outer covering, cut carefully around the outer insulation so as not cut the inner braid, remove 
insulation, kink the cable at the 19 ½ inch point, carefully take a small screwdriver and made an 
opening in the braid without breaking the braid, pull inner conductor and insulation out through the 
opening, and voila- a 2 meter dipole! Tape it to a window and away we go! Hum, wonder if this would 
work for a “fox hunt” antennae?

Should mention the Ham satellite for a minute- the ARRL had just arranged to have Oscar 1 
launched. The satellite operated on 2 metres and sent a simple, AM CW message. dit dit dit dit  - dit 
twice, meaning, Hi Hi.  It was easy enough to find it, the passing was well publicized, and you could 
even see it if you knew where to look, it was in, what we would now call, low earth orbit.

It was an exciting time to be a ham!

VE3NDW ex VE3CHH - Glenn Dean Holden 

__________________________________________________________________________

	 	 	 	 THE GREAT OUTDOORS


Kevin Lemon, VE3RRH, tailgate setup May 1st in the Town of Pelham. Kevin took advantage of 
the nice day and held a successful, one-man Winlink exercise.  A wire fence was used as one 
of his antennas. The other was a home built 40/80 shorty dipole, 12 to 15 feet up, placed 
between two trees.   


OVER TO ME  ……    Denis Cahill VA3ONO Feedline Editor

Once again thanks to Glen Wyant for gifting me his old Feedline bulletins from the 60’s and 70’s. It 
stirred anther Glenn, VE3NDW, to write an article as he was a NPARC member in the good old days 
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as well.  This month I’m reprinting the entire May 1965 Feedline.  Enjoy and don’t bother putting a 
motion forth to return the membership fee back to the 1960’s amount of $4 per year. 

Steve, VA3FLF,  announced a Name Our Fox contest in his front page President’s Message.  I think I 
have a good name for him or her.  Make sure to attend the virtual club Zoom meeting on Thursday, 
May 13th at 7pm and offer up you name.  You might win prize. 

Finally I did spend about four delightful days trying to design a 3 element fox hunt yagi.  The 
prototype had a reflector and director made from hollow fibreglass tent rods. I slide a 14 gauge wire 
inside and used wide aluminum sticky tape wrapped on the outside.  If I was trying to win the award 
for the ugliest antenna this might get first place!  I tossed those elements aside and substituted solid 
3/8” aluminum rods. So far I hadn’t purchased a single item, inventing direct from my junk box as they 
say.  A must have for building any antenna is an analyzer.  I’m lucky I picked one up from MFJ before I 
was licensed. The last time I checked the SWR was around 1.2 to 1. But will it zero in on a fraction of 
a watt of stray rf energy? I hope to see you in the forest when the club goes fox hunting
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