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Virtual Zoom Club Meeting April 8th. Contact us for Logistics
Thanks to Glenn Wyant, VA3DX, for sharing his collection of 55-year-old Feed Line
newsletters. Right off the top, it appears, Feed Line, was two words back in 1965. And the
publication was called a bulletin. Glen was a SWL in those days and was issued call VE3PE2GE
by Popular Electronics magazine. It was not unusual for Hams to come from the ranks of
Shortwave Listeners which Glenn did months later. Remember, until the birth of cable TV,
cellphones and the internet, the radio bands between regular AM commercial broadcasts up
to 30MHz was a very worldly place. Popular Electronics encouraged the SWL hobby by
offering DX certificates. But first you needed to register as a WPE shortwave monitor and
receive your official callsign from the magazine.
At the back of our April newsletter I’ve included the rest of the April 1965 Feed Line. It
makes for some very interesting reading. Because the VA3 prefix did not exist you’ll notice
the ‘VE’ is often dropped and club members are referred to as just, Ed Welch 3CBG.
Approximately 65 people attend the March 1965 meeting. Some were visitors from New
York State. And the club’s bank balance was a tidy $400 back in those days.
More of the old Feed Lines from the 60’s will be republished here.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

President’s Message
I am writing this month’s message while wrapping up my trip south. I should be back before the
monthly meeting on Thursday. It has been a busy trip taking care of family issues but I was fortunate
to receive my COVID vaccination on this trip into the United States.
We have learned of the passing of a former NPARC member and Club President. Ronald Robson,
VA3DXN, became a Silent Key in February after a long illness. I was not a member when Ron was in
the club but he will be missed by many of the members.
I brought my FT817ND with me and was able to have a few evenings of HF QRP operations. I
worked some DX stations on 15 Metres and also a couple of NPARC members on 40 Metres
running FT8. I used my PAR End Fed 20/40 and powered my station using a Bioenno 1215 battery.
Some of my DX stations were Argentina, Dominican Republic, and Cuba, all on flea power of 5 watts.
I have really gotten the QRP bug.
With the continued uncertainty of restrictions from the government, the Executive decided that we
will conduct Summer Field Day the same method as last year. Each participant with conduct field day
at their own QTH’s and will upload their individual scores as NPARC Club aggregate score. We will
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conduct a drawing for another prize for participants. Our goal will be to beat last year’s score (8400
points). We can do that, no problem.
We have been asked to assist the City of Niagara Falls with the Canada Day Parade. The current plan
is to conduct a drive through parade in the same manner of the Santa Claus Parade. More to follow
as it gets closer but we will need volunteers.
This month’s guest speaker is Zack Thompson, KM4BLG. Zach will be sharing a presentation on
Raspberry Pi introduction and its use in Amateur Radio. I am looking forward to seeing everyone this
week. For the last couple of meetings after we adjourn, several members have stuck around and we
had some social time chatting about various topics. It has resembled the post meeting discussions we
had at the Regional Building. The good part is that housekeeping doesn’t have to chase us out.
The Executive and myself are all committed to keeping the club activities going during the pandemic
and restrictions. We will continue to have great guest speakers for our monthly meetings, Radio Nets,
ARES activities, new ham classes, biweekly Zoom breakfast and other new activities. We are looking
forward to local fox hunting, NVIS Antenna design and ARES Exercises. I am still hopeful that we can
have our annual June meeting in person.
I hope to see you this week.
73 Stephen Riddle, VA3FLF, NPARC President
—————————————————————————————————————————

Contesting Corner
Some contest rules are being adapted to allow for participates to be assisted by DX cluster apps.
I submitted a log for the recent CQ WPX SSB contest and clicked the ‘assisted’ box to be legal.
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While I only made 35 contacts that weekend, Sunday during the last two hours, I used the cluster app
to chase down several prefixes I could use a multipliers.
Gary,VE3DZP, was kind enough to send me a screen shot taken during the contest of his Flex
6600M’s waterfall. Notice the integrated callsigns about the signal. I gather this is why contest rules
are being modernized. SDR radios have the ability to display spots on a wide band waterfall in real
time.
April 2021 has a number of interesting US State QSO parties. Our Ontario QSO Party is April 17
and 18. The Israeli Amateur Club’s Holyland DX Contest is April 16 and 17. CW, SSB, RTTY and
PSK31.

Denis VA3ONO
__________________________________________________________________________

NPARC General Meeting March 11, 2021 Minutes
Held via Zoom, called to order 7:07 pm, 25 in attendance
Announcements
We will be unable to hold a Spring Hamfest this year because the Niagara Regional Exhibition
Grounds has decided not to host any events before June 2021 due to COVID.
The New Ham Academy was wrapped up with two Zoom sessions.
The next New Ham Academy will be held in three parts. An introductory seminar, new ham classes,
and then an advanced class to help new hams get their shacks set up. It will be conducted in late
summer, but no date has yet been set.
Field Day 2021 will be under the same rules as last year. Hams can work from home if they
choose, and aggregate club scores will be tabulated by ARRL. Power will be limited to 150 watts.
Scores for Winter Field Day are still being tabulated.
Kevin Lemon VE3RRH published an article in the Feedline about contesting. Please remember to
check it out.
The biweekly Zoom breakfast will be held this Tuesday March 16, 2021 at 9:00 am.
The 40M HF Net has been difficult due to rough band conditions.
Presentation
Phil Gebhardt VE3ACK gave a presentation on meteor scatter and radio transmission. Contact Phil if
you would be interested in learning more.
New Business
Minutes of the February meeting accepted as printed in the Feedline.
Treasurer’s Report accepted as presented.
The next ARES meeting will be March 17th at 7:00 pm. There will be a virtual Tech Night after the
meeting. Send an email to Henry va3ov@bell.net to suggest topics.
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Steve VA3FLF has purchased a 2M transmitter for fox hunting. The topic of fox hunts will be covered
in a future meeting.
Membership Committee
Introduction cards can be printed by Vistaprint at a cost of $120.00 for 500. An ad campaign in the
local papers would cost $275.00 to $300.00 for 30 days. This can be used to advertise the
Introductory Demo.
June Election
We require at the minimum nominations for a Public Relations Officer, a Secretary, and a Vice
President for the new year. Please bring forward any nominations at the April meeting for publication
in the May Feedline. Contact Geddie VE3CJX or Glenn VE3NDW with names.
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm
April Lewis VE3BHG Secretary

—————————————————————————————————————————

VE3NRS CLUB NET, WED., 8PM 147.240MHZ, + 107.2 TONE
Stephen Riddle, VA3FLF, President, Henry Jarzyna, VA3OV, Vice President
John Lorenc, VA3WM, Treasurer, April Lewis, VE3BHG, Secretary.

__________________________________________________________
NIAGARA ARES
April is finally here but the Provincial shutdown is somewhat spoiling our Spring
expectations. We need to be patient and remain safe for a while longer.
We are working on some Winlink training exercises in preparation for the American Red
Cross and Winlink exercise on May 8th. Details will follow.
General meeting of the Niagara ARES will be on Wednesday 21, 2021 at 1900 on ZOOM. We
will conduct some Winlink training and exercises covering VHF and HF mode after the
meeting.
Henry Jarzyna VA3OV, Group Coordinator Niagara ARES
Certified Emergency Coordinator
va3ov@bell.net
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NPARC MEETINGS - An informal Zoom get-together follows each meeting.
April 8th guest speaker Zach Thompson KD4BLG, raspberry pi & ham radio.
Tech Night after Niagara ARES meeting April 14th on the VE3RAF repeater.
May 13th guest speaker TBA - Topic, Fox Hunting with directional antennas.
June 10th Annual General Meeting and Field Day planning.
____________________________________________________________________

NPARC NEW EXECUTIVES
Members are reminded a new slate of club officers need to be in place when we reconvene
in September 2021. Our nominating committee, Glenn VE3NDW and Geddie,VE3 will be
calling you this spring and asking you if you are able to serve on the executive board. In
addition we need an outgoing person to be the Public Relations Manager. This is a great
opportunity for a person to enhance their people skills as they deal with agencies, the media
and governments across Niagara.
____________________________________________________________________
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OVER TO ME ……
Get Ready For E-Skip Season
As the temperatures warm and the sun returns to the Norther Hemisphere, you should start
planning for the annual six metre tropo season. Some refer to six metres as the ‘Magic Band’.
I call it the Hurry Up & Wait Band. The E-Skip season starts each year in May and runs through July.
There is also a small window possible in December. If the E-layer cooperates, conditions across the
50-54MHz amateur band will allow some very long distance communications considering it’s part of
the VHF low band. The caveat is you never know when or for how long conditions will be ripe.
I think many hams are unaware how much fun six metres can be. Remember, besides SSB, there are
portions of the band to accommodate, CW, Digital and FM modes.
There are some tricks you can use to spot band openings. The best one is to dedicate one receiver
in the shack to listen on 50.125MHz USB. I actually considered doing this using a baby monitor. I
thought I would hear voices through the portable monitor and know when to head to the shack.
Unfortunately our old baby monitor wasn’t working. I will keep a look out for a used one at a
charity shop. I was told people use radio scanners that have the CB AM band to determine if long
distance skip is taking place. The same skip can affect ten metres and possibly six metres at the same
time. Another more modern way is to install a dx cluster app on your smart phone. There are two
that I use. iDX and DX Spots. I’ll check my iPhone and once the band opens watch for nearby call
signs and hope you can drop everything and get on six.
There are a myriad of antenna choices for 6 metres. I have a portable Buddipole that I can transform
into a simple rigid dipole, use it as a vertical or a 2-element beam. In my attic my PAR half wave endfed is taped to a Walmart telescopic fishing pole and suspended horizontally. And I built a 6 metre
hex beam from a wooden patio umbrella that’s got my SSB signal into the east coast of the United
States last summer. Dan VA3DO, passed along a Ringo AR-6 vertical that I need to set it up.
I’m hoping your HF rig covers six metres and for few dollars you could solder up a wire dipole as it
only needs to be a bit over 9 feet in length. Glue some small diameter PVC pipe together with a T
joint in the centre and place the wire inside. Hang it in a window or outside in a tree. You’ll be
amazed how easy it is to make contact six metres when the magic E-Layer gods come alive.
Let me know how you make out.
Denis VA3ONO Feedline Editor
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BACK IN THE DAY……….

……… WHEN THE PENTIUM 4 RULED!
______________________________________________________________________
APRIL 2021 - A New 28 Day Lockdown
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