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Spring 2026 Feedline

Hello fellow HAMS and welcome to the Spring Edition of FEEDLINE.  I wish to bring 

a bit of the past and the future into each edition and hope you enjoy the read.  

On February 7th NPARC was recognized by MPP Wayne Gates for the 45th BIG 

EVENT the club has hosted.  We thank MPP Gates for attending the event.
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The success of our club is starting to show !

It has been several years since we attempted to conduct a “Big Event” Hamfest 
and Flea market as we did so many times in the past. The challenge could have 
been daunting for a lot of other clubs that have suffered declining membership, 
tired leadership, and a general tiredness from the COVID era that can still hang 
over us from time to time.

Some said we couldn’t do it, and some said we shouldn’t do it. In spite of the 
many challenges, we did do it. Many hours of deliberations by the “Big Event” 
planning committee, individual members chasing down solutions to problems, 
generous anonymous “in kind” donations, and significant buy-in by the 
membership, at large, proved to ourselves and the world that we are back. Big 
Time.

The 45th “Big Event” of 2026 was a huge financial success. It was also a huge 
success for the club that brought achievement, excitement, surprise, and the 
best of volunteer spirit.

I want to thank everyone who participated in the 45th “Big Event” for 2026. 

We couldn’t have done it without you. Everything that you, the membership, 
whether big or small, did to make this event a success is hugely appreciated.
Summer Field Day is coming up quickly and preparations are starting to take 
shape. 

This event is a great way to shake the cobwebs off the radios and antennas to get 
started for a whole summer of amateur radio. We hope this field day will be as 
interesting and challenging as those of the past. Let me know if you are 
interested in participating or setting up for Summer Field Day. I look forward to 
your input.

Paul VE3WRP
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[1] https://pj4g.com

[2] https://english.rijksdienstcn.com

[3] https://www.rac.ca

[4] https://pj4g.com

[5] https://www.rac.ca

[6] https://www.rac.ca

[7] https://ised-isde.canada.ca

[8] https://www.rac.ca

[9] https://www.rac.ca

Hope you Enjoyed !  Paul VE3WRP

https://english.rijksdienstcn.com/
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CASARA is looking for radio operators and drone participants, not just pilots, but ground 

crew. They also have a mobile S&R vehicle that has radio facilities. 

A new member would have to take their introduction courses to qualify, but some 

amateurs might find participation interesting; 

When they were located in Welland, NPARC had a relationship with them, but that was 

many years ago. We did participate in a downed aircraft search, similar to what we would 

call a fox hunt, pre-covid, some years ago.

Please drop by the Open House if you are interested !

Glenn VE3NDW
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NPARC General Members Meeting March 12, 2026

Black Creek Community Centre at QEW and Netherby Rd.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Derek, VA3RFQ, 

Treasurer. Geddie, VE3CJX, Secretary were present. Paul, VE3WRP, 

President and Carl, VA3CK, Vice president were absent with notice. 

The meeting was not on-line.

In total, 18 were in attendance. There was no quorum and therefore the 

business agenda could not proceed. 

We proceeded with the demonstration by Asraf Botros ending about 9:15pm. 

The demonstration focused on the U-Console programmable microcomputer 

and features of interest, connections to components in a modern SDR shack 

and in portable radio operation.

Keywords included: Trixie, LORA, GPS, USB, power consumption, receive 

only, windows integration: Raspberry Pi, Linux, open source software.

Some U-Console web references might include:

uconsole.net and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-

source_software_development.

Minutes prepared by: Geddie, VE3CJX, Secretary.

https://uconsole.net/about/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source_software_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source_software_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source_software_development
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Geddie also shared a bit more information 
about Roy Blake with some photos that she 
discovered

Roy taught electronics for over 30 years at 
Niagara College in Welland, where he was a 
shop steward in the Ontario Public Service 
Employees Union, and wrote several 
communications technology textbooks which 
were taught around the world. 

He loved teaching, which let him combine his 
knowledge of technology with his ability to 
relate to people to contribute positively to 
society and the lives of others. He was active 
in his community as part of the Unitarian 
Congregation of Niagara, the Niagara 
Peninsula Amateur Radio Club, PROBUS, 
and the Niagara College Retirees 
Association. 

He continued as a technologist into his 
retirement, voluntarily using his skills for all 
these organizations and helping sundry other 
people with their technical problems.
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During our most recent meeting the topic of MESHTASTIC vs MESHCORE was 

up for discussion and to the applicability of either technology to our club.  It was 

interesting and I wanted to provide a tutorial on both technologies.
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de Tony VE3ZAV
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de Tony VE3ZAV
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Repeaters Update from Repeater Chair 

John va3wm

Just a brief repeaters update. All 3 NPARC 

repeaters are operational.

VE3NRS (FM and C4FM digital), VE3WCD 

(FM) and VE3RNR (FM and C4FM digital 

with wires-x) operate with reliable 100% 

availability. 

Any questions or concern may be sent to 

John va3wm at repeaterchair@nparc.ca. 

Info may be found 

at https://nparc.ca/repeater-list/.

In Summary …. I hope you have enjoyed this edition of Feedline and 

remember; this is a newsletter that needs YOUR material to make it a 

success !  

I wish you all a SAFE and enjoyable SPRING season and chat soon !

73’s VE3ZAV Tony

NEXT CLUB MEETING : Thursday May 14, 2026 
                                                   Black Creek Community Centre

mailto:repeaterchair@nparc.ca
https://nparc.ca/repeater-list/
https://nparc.ca/repeater-list/
https://nparc.ca/repeater-list/
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