
NIAGARA PENINSULA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB SEPTEMBER 2022

 Your                                       Feedline 
Next meeting 7pm, Sept. 8th, Black Creek Assoc. Comm. Centre, Stevensville 

NIAGARA 2022 SUMMER GAMES


Above is our QSL card for our special event call sign, VC3CG, issued for the duration of the Niagara 
2022 Canada Summer Games,  Aug. 6th to Aug. 21st.  On weekends a trailer located at Niagara 
Region headquarters, across the road from Canada Games Park, was manned by a number of 
NPARC members.  More than 30 different sports,  from sailing, soccer and swimming were spread 
around Niagara. The trailer, powered by a generator, was located near Brock University, on the 
border of  Thorold and St. Catharines.  July 28th presentation President Ken Gansel, 
VA3KWG, presented a framed QSL card to Barry Wright, Games CEO. 
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Back row, left, Glenn, VE3NDW, Jack, VE3ZPW, Henry, VA3OV, 
Geddie, VE3CJX and Steve, VA3FLF. 
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Top to bottom; Glenn, VE3NDW, Geddie, VE3CJX, Henry, VA3OV, Kevin, VE3RRH.
Carl, VE3CK, David, VE3RNF, David, VE3DVK. Kevin, Glenn, Henry. bottom right. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As the days get shorter and summer transitions into fall, it is time to reflect on what the club has 
accomplished these past few months.

The main highlight was supporting our local Niagara 2022 Canada Games by operating for two 
weeks with our special VC3CG call. The logs are starting to come in and I can tell you club members 
worked over 503 stations on voice, cw or psk.  

Steve, VA3FLF, reported 57 contacts on PSK including DX from Crete, Netherlands, UK and Mexico.  
I operated a VHF station on the 145.190MHz, the VE3RAF repeater, to permit amateurs who do not 
have an HF station to participate and get either a QSL card or an E-QSL confirmation.

The club operated our mobile radio trailer in the Region of Niagara headquarters parking lot 
opposite the Canada Games main venue three weekends. Other members operated during the 16 
days from their QTH, using VC3CG.  A full report will be issued in the fall with complete details.

The Canada Games were held from Aug. 6th to Aug. 21st. across Niagara.  The Canada Winter Games 
will be held in Prince Edward Island in 2023 and I contacted the Charlottetown Amateur Radio Club 
to encourage them to apply for a special call and create a QSL card.  I would like to see this become 
a national amateur radio event every time the games are held. The next summer games won’t be until 
2025 in Newfoundland Labrador.

A small group of NPARC members presented a framed a QSL Card certificate to mark our 
involvement to Mr. Barry Wright, the CEO of the Canada Games on July 28th.  

Our Auxiliary Communications Service group (ACS) has been recognized by the Region of Niagara 
CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) as the official communications team of certified 
volunteers who help in time of crisis or disaster.  Members of ACS are also assisting in fitting out a 
former EMS ambulance into a mobile communications and command post.  The region has purchased 
the required amateur radios and ACS members are suppling the expertise to install and wire the 
vehicle.

If you haven’t thought about doing more with Amateur Radio, consider being an ACS member, it is 
rewarding as well as performing a community service to the citizens of Niagara.  

Treasurer in the Trunk Cancelled – September 10th 

I am sure that you have heard this event was cancelled on August 28th, due to a lack of participating 
vendors and participants, there was another amateur market event in the Ottawa area so we were 
competing for a finite resource.

                        RENEW  YOUR  CLUB  MEMBERSHIP  TODAY
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SK HARRY BORSATO - VE3BSA  

Harry Borsato, VE3BSA, passed August 25th at 96 years of age in St. Catharines.  He and Jim 
Thompson, VE3BCA were the last two from the original 1948 group of hams who started the 
Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club.  Harry was confined to a wheelchair for many years after 
being hit by a car near his Scott St. home.  His injuries and other conditions prevented him from 
returning home that was just over a mile away.  As a resident of a seniors home, his friend Gary 
VE3DZP installed a two-metre FM transceiver, with parts from Rick, VE3MM and Don, VA3XL. 

Harry taught drafting and electronics at Beamsville District Secondary School beginning in 1961. 
Before that he worked at Foster Wheeler but took two years off to be the radioman on tramp 
steamers, the S.S. Libertad and the S.S. Tiha. Their maritime radio callsigns being HPGL and HPGC. 
Harry had both his amateur and his commercial radio license. 1947 and 1951.  As a ship’s radio 
officer and ham, Harry was a CW man. Harry married Irene, who also worked at Foster Wheeler,  in 
1957. She passed from cancer in 2016 . They have two sons and daughter-in-laws and several 
grandchildren. 

Phil Pitman, of Oshawa, VE3DQK, a former NPARC member, wrote this on learning of Harry’s death. 

I first met Harry in 1956.  It was my first NPARC meeting held upstairs over Peninsular Press at 
37-39 Ontario Street in St. Catharines.  I made arrangements to visit Harry.  At that time, he was 
living at his parent’s house on Niagara Street.  Harry showed me methods of constructing 
transmitters and wiring procedures.  His knowledge really impressed me.  Every Sunday morning, I 
would listen to Harry on 80 meters talking to one of his friends.  

I kept in touch with Harry off and on over the months that followed.  When he married he showed 
me his basement shack at their new home. Naturally, I was very impressed.
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In the early 1960s, Dave Flarity, VE3DVE, SK, and I operated 40 meters CW at the National Defence 
property in Niagara-on-the-Lake during field day with the club.  Harry was very active in those days.
I moved to Ottawa in 1965 and QSO’s kept us in touch.  When I moved to Oshawa in 1972, I was 
able to drive to St. Catharines to visit my parents, and of course to visit Harry.  

At the 70th anniversary event of NPARC in 2018, we managed to do some “catching up” and we 
shared many of the ham radio events that we did over the years.  As Harry aged in recent years, our 
emails became fewer and fewer. 

My memories of Harry are many.  To the people who knew him,  he was a kind-hearted and 
compassionate person with a generous attitude.  He was willing to help others when they needed it.  
His on-the-air mannerisms were exemplary.  His operating skill was professional.  Hams who knew 
Harry always spoke highly of him. He was a good friend and radio companion.  I will treasure the 
memories I have of Harry.  It is an honour to have known him.

 

Fred Cross, VE3DVI, his father was a charter member, cutting the 70th anniversary cake with 

Harry, VE3BSA and Jim, VE3BCA at the 2018 NPARC party. Both Harry and Jim were in the 

group when the club began in 1948. 

           The family will receive visitors, at George Darte Funeral Home, 585 Carlton St. 
St. Catharines, Sept 13th, 2- 4pm.  A mass will be held Sept, 14th at 11am at 
St. Alfred’s church at Carlton and Vine St. St. Catharines. 
Online book at www.georgedartefuneralhome.com
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SK COLIN DERRY BAILEY - VE3OCP


An online obituary announced the death of a former NPARC member and instructor,  Colin Derry 
Bailey, VE3OCP,  who passed at 98 on November 16, 2021 in St. Catharines.  According to the 
website it said he was born in London, London, on March 23, 1923.  Could this be a typo?  With a 
second name of Derry,  is it possible he was born in Londonderry or Derry, Northern Ireland.  A 
memorial service was held at Hulse and English Funeral Chapel in St. Catharines on November 30, 
2021. 
Howard Walmer,  VA3HGW,  commented in an email that his online obituary made no mention of 
amateur radio activity or his family, not even his wife. Howard checked on the ONTARS SK site but 
nothing was posted.  Howard recalls, Colin was his instructor in the early 2000’s. He also went to his 
home when he was selling some radio gear.  Anyone with photos or stories about Colin, please 
contact Feedline@nparc.ca

                                     ___________________________

SK LLOYD KUBIS - VE3ERQ

Lloyd’s widow Susanne and his family are inviting friends to a 
Celebration of Life, Thursday, Sept. 29, 2022 in Kingsville, ON.,  

at the Kingsville Golf & Country Club, 640 Essex County Rd. 20.

Lloyd passed, in the St. Catharines hospital, January 2, 2022.
______________________________________

 VE3NRS Club Net, Wed., 8pm 147.240MHz, PL 107.2 +600 
Ken Gansel VA3KWG President 		 David Van Koughnett VE3DVK Vice Pres. 


Geddie Pawlowski VE3CJX Secretary    John Lorenc VA3WM Treasurer 

Web Master - John, VA3WM                            Club Examiner - Kevin, VE3RRH

QSL Manager - Mark, VA3BGL                          ACS EC - Jack, VE3ZPL

Repeater Custodian - Geddie, VE3CJX              Nominations Chair - Glenn VE3NDW

                      RENEW  YOUR  CLUB  MEMBERSHIP  TODAY
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VE3VM 2022 FIELD DAY STEVENSVILLE

       


 Front row, L. to R., Geddie, VE3CJX, Stephen, VA3FLF, Eleanor, Madi,

  Carl, VA3CK, Don, VE3DZB, Dennis, VE3XC, Tom, VE3LT, Yuri, VE3DZ.

	    

     Rear, Jack, VE3ZPW, Rob, VE3GGR, Glenn, VE3NDW, David, VE3DVK, 


     Kevin, VE3RRH,  Roy, VE3OQP, Henry, VA3OV,  and  Terry, VE3CTX.  

     Absent, Mike, VA3MPA, Doug, VE3JDF,  Mike VE3CKO.


�8



NIAGARA PENINSULA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB SEPTEMBER 2022




�9



NIAGARA PENINSULA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB SEPTEMBER 2022










�10



NIAGARA PENINSULA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB SEPTEMBER 2022

�11



NIAGARA PENINSULA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB SEPTEMBER 2022





NPARC SCHOLARSHIP WINNER JULIA WOERNERT                         

Julia Woernert a graduate of E. L. Crossley, is the NPARC scholarship recipient for 2021-22. She is 
heading to Humber College in Toronto to further her education. She thanks her communication 
technology teacher, Lisa Pomeroy, as she enrolled in Humber’s 
Social and Media Communications two-year diploma course.

It was Crossley teacher Kari Stefanidis who guided her towards 
the programs available at Humber. The college also has a 
Multimedia Design and Development program Julia is interested 
in. When see leaves college she would like to work in post-
production and graphic, motion design. Her hobbies include video 
editing and playing video games. Julia is seen after her graduation 
with NPARC secretary Geddie Pawlowski, VE3CJX who attend the 
ceremony.


         __________________________________________________________


MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME!


Membership dues are due September 1st, of each club year.  
Please be prepared to renew at the September General Meeting, situation 
permitting. A completed membership form and payment may be cash, 
INTERAC, e-Transfer to treasurer@nparc.ca, cheque, credit card + fee or PayPal 
+ fee. Arrange PayPal payment with treasurer@nparc.ca. 

If you cannot attend a meeting or meetings are suspended, you can make your 
cheque out to NPARC, Inc. including your RAC membership number, if 
applicable, and mail it along with a completed membership form to: 

Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Box 20036, RPO Grantham 

St. Catharines, Ontario, L2M 7W7 
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BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIPS

•
• Monthly meetings with speakers and complimentary refreshments. 
• Support of three Niagara area repeaters: VE3NRS, VE3RNR with Yaesu 

Fusion C4FM including wires-x and VE3WCD with IRLP and Echolink. 
• Liability insurance through the RAC Affilliated Club Insurance 

Program for NPARC, related activities. 
• September to June monthly Feedline bulletin. 
• Voting privileges. 
• Opportunities to support your community in emergencies through 

participation in the associated Niagara ARES / ACS group. 
•  Enhance your technical skills through solving technical problems with 

the assistance of other club members/Elmers. 
• Opportunities to learn new skills and advance the hobby through 

participation in various club technical committees such as the Repeater 
committee. 

• Promotion of amateur radio classes and ‘Elmering’ new hams. 
• Activities such as special event stations and Field Days. 
• The nparc.ca website. 
• nparcgroup.groups.io forum. 
• Supporting a scholarship to a deserving student at E.L. Crossley 

Secondary School. 

	 Membership with RAC number *1        	 	 $40.00    
	 Membership                                      	 	 	 $50.00 
	 Family Membership *2                                       	 $60.00 
	 Associate Membership  *3                                          $60.00  

*1 Current, paid-up members of Radio Amateurs of/du Canada, Inc. as of current September 1st.

*2 Must reside in same household at same address. Family Membership is available to any amateur and his 
or her spouse and all dependants under the age of twenty-one years. Licensed amateurs under a family 
membership shall have the privileges of full membership;

*3 Associate Membership is available to individuals who are not fully licensed amateur radio operators but 
who show a genuine interest in amateur radio.  Associate Membership is also available to licensed amateur 
radio operators who are not residents of the Regional Municipality of Niagara and who are unable to attend 
regular monthly meetings of the club.
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NPARC Inc. Annual General Meeting of Membership, June 9, 2022 

The notice for the in-person Annual General Meeting to be held on June 9, 2022 at the Black Creek 
Community Centre in Stevensville was sent via email on June 6, 2022. The June 2022 edition of the 
Feedline was noted to be available as well.

Call to Order:

At 7:07 pm, the meeting was called to order by President, Ken, VA3KWG.

Attendance: 

The following 17 guests, members and executive were present: David, VA3DPG; Rob, VE3GGR; Roy, 
VE3OQP; Don, VE3BZE; Dennis, VE3XC; Mike, VA3MPA; Terry, VE3TOB; Steve, VA3FLF, Past-President; 
Bob, VE3VBD; David, VE3RNF; Jack, VE3ZPW; Kevin, VE3RRH; Glenn, VE3NDW; Henry, VA3OV; John, 
VA3WM, Treasurer; Geddie, VE3CJX, Secretary; and Ken, VA3KWG, President.

Call to Order, President’s Welcome and Opening Remarks:

At 7:07 pm, Ken, VA3KWG welcomed guests and members to our first in-person meeting over the 
past 2 years due to the effect of the COVID restrictions. New members and guests were introduced 
and a minute of silence to honour our most recent Silent Key: Dan Sidorchuck, VA3DO who was 
mentioned in the June 2022 Feedline on page 10. Our last AGM was on Sept 9, 2021. Ken presented 
using slides in PowerPoint summarizing events and activities undertaken and upcoming especially 
referring to the Big Event 43 which could take place February 4th 2023 as the Merritton Community 
Centre has already been booked. See NPARC groups io for the PowerPoint presentation prepared 
by Ken Gansel, VA3KWG.

Approval of Minutes:

The membership meeting minutes of May 12, 2022 have been published on page 8 – 10 in the June 
2022 Feedline. 

Executive Nominating Committee Report 2022-2023 Update: 

Glenn, VE3NDW reported that the nominations as of the May 12th general meeting and as published 
in the June 2022 Feedline are unchanged and as provided in our by-laws, the call for any further 
nominations was made and no further candidates were named at this time. The nominations were 
thus declared closed. The following will be the executive for 2022-23: Ken Gansel, VA3KWG, as 
President; David Van Koughnett, VE3DVK as Vice President; Steve, VA3FLF, Past President; John Lorenc, 
VA3WM as Treasurer; Geddie Pawlowski, VE3CJX as Secretary. 

We thank Steve, VA3FLF for his leadership over these most difficult COVID years and look forward 
to his much appreciated skill and enthusiasm, especially for POTA and contests. 

The following members indicated a willingness to stand as chairs of the various committees the club 
needs to maintain the day to day operations: Feedline Editor- Denis,VA3ONO; Black Creek 
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Community Coordinator- Henry,VA3OV; Repeater Chair- John VA3WM; Special Events Coordinator 
(City of Niagara Falls)- David,VE3RNF (looking for some help); Web Master- John,VA3WM; Club 
Examiner- Kevin,VE3RRH; QSL Manager- Mark,VA3BGL; ACS EC- Jack,VE3ZPW, Repeater Custodian- 
Geddie VE3CJX; Nominations Chair- Glenn VE3NDW; Canada Games Coordinator- Ken VA3KWG; 
Unassigned - Carl,VA3CK. We are looking for one to be the Chair of Publicity, Club Contests; the Big 
Event 43 (Feb 4, 2023) and any other sub-committees and ad hoc committees as needed to enjoy 
“Treasure in the Trunk”, “Fox Hunt”, “Field Days”, “Christmas Social”,  etc. Each of the committee 
chairs throughout the previous year have appreciated the help that has come forward and look 
forward to new faces to help out to share the fun.  

Treasurer’s Report:

The details of the Treasurer’s report were presented by John, VA3WM. Items covered included the 
$200 scholarship to an E.L. Crossley student which recognizes the support of the VE3WCD and 
VE3RNR repeaters located at the school in Fonthill, the Winter Field Day prize, web hosting, 
equipment storage, memorial donations such as $100 to the Salvation Army Red Kettle, RAC 
insurance, expense reimbursements for event hospitality, Canada Post charges for our mail box, 
hosting costs for one of the repeaters to the Region. Still showing the accounts are in good shape to 
start another year. There was a reminder that for the Big Event 42 in February 2020 the net 
proceeds were just over $1,200 after paying hall rental cots.

Repeater Report:

Although there were some minor maintenance and expenses, John, VA3WM reports that the club 
repeaters are working well.

Auxiliary Communications Services (ACS – RAC) Report:

Jack, VA3ZPW is the designated EC, Emergency Co-ordinator RAC, for our area and he reports 
there are upcoming changes and new training guidelines are being worked on at the national level. 
See the Radio Amateurs of Canada website and note that on Sept. 18th is an opportunity to 
participate in their on-line information and conference.   

The local announcement of CERTs which stands for Community Emergency Response Teams 
announced recently by the Regional Municipality of Niagara will continue to meet with Jack and 
others to keep informed on their work on future training and amateur radio support.

On-line Meetings:

Although it is known to be not generally preferred, under the current circumstances on-line 
meetings will be continued for the executive meetings. An expression of thank you was given to 
Shane for his help with the set up and presentation for this meeting and regrets that on-line could 
not be available as yet.

NPARC groups-io:

The service is available to members and includes links to presentations already given. Members 
wishing to know more should contact John, VA3WM. 
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Upcoming Events:

Canada Day Parade Niagara Falls (July 1st): contact Henry, VA3OV; ARRL/RAC Summer Field Day 
(June 25-26th): contact Henry, VA3OV. Food will be available for a cost of $10 per person and a 
meeting of participants will be held; Canada Summer Games (Aug 6th-21st) look for specific details on 
the NPARC website: contact Ken, VA3KWG; VC3CG-QSL Cards: contact Mark, VE3BGL and any on-
line payments contact treasurer at the NPARC website. Technite will continue in-person when 
possible and may include special interests expressed by the membership such as setting up new 
handhelds, special testing for equipment and antenna building are some examples. Anyone with any 
special questions can raise them with the members and we can get the help needed. It may be that 
others are also interested in solving a problem or just giving encouragement.

For upcoming radio activities and events also refer to ONTARS/ Ontario Amateur Radio Service at 
www.ontars.com and CLARA / Canadian Ladies Amateur Radio Association who offer various nets 
including DX (http://claral.ca/nets/).

Black Creek Community Centre:

Work is continuing with the foundation for the antenna. Further work is planned. Donations towards 
this undertaking and to the Black Creek Community Centre will continue to be welcomed.

Current Mini Storage:

Thanks to the help and care of David, DVK and Henry, VA3OV the storage site has been well 
organized. An equipment list has also been made. 

Tech Achievement Award:

On May 25th, the $200 Tech Achievement Award which includes an NPARC membership was given to 
Julia Woernert at the E.L. Crossley Graduation Ceremony. On behalf of the entire membership, 
Geddie, VE3CJX and Glenn, VE3NDW were on hand to congratulate Julia and wish her all the best.

New Business:

Membership Badges:

Membership badges used previously by NPARC during in-person meetings and events are being 
considered. Costs and process are under review.

Adjournment:  A motion to adjourn was made and carried ending the meeting at shortly after 
9:00pm.

Submitted by:

Geddie Pawlowski, Secretary, NPARC Inc.
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 OVER TO ME  ……                   Denis Cahill VA3ONO Feedline Editor


It was Gary, VE3DZP, who introduced me to his friend Harry Borsato, VE3BSA, around 2017. I 
couldn’t figure out why Harry seemed so cheerful. He was wheelchair bound after being hit by a car 
in the intersection of Scott and Niagara St. four doors from his home on Scott. Once he was 
released from the hospital they moved him to Niagara Arms in St. Catharines to recuperate.
I remember entering his room, model airplanes hanging on strings from the ceiling and a large 
desktop computer with its case off sitting on the floor. I thought this old guy was keeping busy in his 
room while taking rehab from a therapist in the building next door. I would ask him if he wanted me 
to take him for a walk down the corridor to ‘stretch’ his legs. He would decline. His friend Jim, 
VE3BCA, would call him on the phone and sometime drop off of his QST magazines. Jim was still 
driving and was three-years-older than Harry. His one son and family lived in western Canada and 
the other son was about an hour and a half away. As Harry was a charter member of NPARC, Steve 
Riddle, our president, asked me to arrange a wheelchair taxi to bring Harry to our 70th anniversary 
celebration at the Canadian Legion in Fonthill.  The party was in full swing and no Harry. I called the 
taxi company and they forgot about the booking. Then our special guest arrived thanks to his son 
Larry and wife Bea. Harry was smiling ear to ear that day. 

Many of our conversations revolved around him writing an article about the Lancaster bomber. My 
job was to get it published in the newspaper.  Harry got his private pilots license as a young man and 
loved anything to do with aircraft. We couldn’t visit Harry as much during the Covid epidemic. Gary 
had put a handheld with an external antenna in his second floor room.  We manage a few QSO’s on 
147.525MHz. Eventually he wasn’t able to master the small controls. Then Gary put a mobile in after 
Covid, but here again, Harry used it infrequently.

Harry began calling me on the phone asking for a ride home. He was polite and straight forward. He 
still knew Gary and I by name and call sign but we noticed the years were beginning to show. 

On our last visit with Harry, July 25th, Gary, DZP,  flipped 
the old Motorola mobile to the VE3RAF repeater and we 
called his friend Jim, VE3BCA, who lives on the escarpment 
above Vineland. Harry’s voice was strong. He and Jim passed 
compliments back and forth for a few minutes.

I hope you don’t mind this photo of shirtless Harry I took 
that day as he talked to his friend Jim.  Still cheerful at 96-
years-of-age. He passed Aug. 25, 2022

        73 VE3BSA from VA3ONO.
	

*see www.georgedartefuneralhome.com 
for obituary
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